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January 11, 2022
Dear North Ed Community,

Northwest Education Services is updating its COVID-19 protocols with shorter isolation and
quarantine periods to match the advice of our local health officials and align with new guidance
from public health agencies. Health department and school officials will work with those individuals
currently in isolation or quarantine to help them adjust to the new guidelines and return to school
sooner.

Masks are still required for students, staff and visitors to North Ed’s facilities whenever in the
presence of others and regardless of vaccination status. Masks must also be worn when using school
transportation. All North Ed satellite classrooms must follow North Ed’s masking requirements.
North Ed staffers assigned to work in local school districts may follow the rules of that school
district.

Some highlights of the updated isolation and quarantine guidance North Ed will follow are below.
To view the complete guidance, visit the websites of the Michigan Department of Health and
Human Services (MDHHS) and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The CDC’s
website offers additional details on how to calculate quarantine and isolation periods based on
individual circumstances.

Isolation for COVID-19 Positive Tests/Symptoms

e Anyone who tests positive should isolate for at least 5 days after the onset of symptoms or
receiving a positive test result. Masks should continue to be worn following the end of
isolation. The day of symptoms or a positive test is considered Day o.

¢ If symptoms have improved or no symptoms developed, return to school, while wearing a
well-fitting mask on day 6.

e Those physically or medically unable to wear masks should isolate for a full 10 days before
returning to school.

Close Contacts Who Should Quarantine

North Ed is not offering a “test to stay” option for close contacts. Those identified as close contacts
should quarantine for at least 5 days (day o through day 5) after their last close contact with a
person who has COVID-19 if they are in one of the following groups:

e Ages 18 or older and completed the primary vaccination series but have not received a
booster shot.

e Those who have received the single-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine (completing the
primary series) over 2 months ago and have not received a booster shot.


https://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/MI_Safer_Schools_Guidance_for_Managing_Students_Exposed_to_COVID-19_734750_7.pdf?utm_campaign=&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/MI_Safer_Schools_Guidance_for_Managing_Students_Exposed_to_COVID-19_734750_7.pdf?utm_campaign=&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html#anchor_1625661937509
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/quarantine-isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-contact-tracing/about-quarantine.html

e Those who are not vaccinated or have not completed a primary vaccine series.
e Those physically or medically unable to wear masks should quarantine for a full 10 days
before returning to school.

Close Contacts Who Do Not Need to Quarantine
Students, teachers, and staff who come into close contact with someone with COVID-19 do not need
to quarantine if they:

e Are up-to-date on all COVID-19 vaccinations they are eligible to receive.
e Had confirmed COVID-19 within the last 9o days.

We expect staff and students to stay home if they are unwell or exhibiting any COVID-19 symptoms
that may be abnormal to the individual and get tested for the virus if you are experiencing
symptoms.

The safety and well-being of our staff and students is paramount, and your support during this
challenging time is crucial. As the landscape surrounding COVID-19 protocols and guidance
continues to change, we will keep you informed as best we can. We appreciate your patience and
understanding.

Respectfully,
Nick Ceglarek, Ed.D.

Superintendent
Northwest Education Services


https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fabout%2Fsymptoms.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-99891_99912-531745--,00.html

